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Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 


Health  Report  for  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during;  the  year  1954. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  .  .  2,137  acres 


Population  —  Registrar-General’s  latest  estimate 
of  population  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954) 

Rateable  Value  (1954)  . 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1954)  ... 


15,860 

5,357 

£132,247 

£511 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate 
to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Total  M.  F. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate  ..  186 
Illegitimate  . .  io 


Still  Births 
Deaths. . 


Legitimate  . .  4 

Illegitimate  . . 

.  . .  . .  1 84 


107  79  |  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 

6  4  f  mated  resident  population  12  35 

After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability 


Factor 

1309 

I 

|  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

— 

)  still)  births 

20  00 

89 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti¬ 

mated  resident  population  . . 

1 1  60 

After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability 

Factor  .. 

1 1  02 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  .. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  .. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  including  6  of  the  lung 
,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Pneumonia  (all  ages) 


510 

537 

26 


4 


4 


The  following  table  compares  the  main  statistics  for  1954  with 
the  years  1943-1953: — 


Infant 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Year. 

Popu¬ 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Deaths 

Deaths 

lation 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

from 

from 

Cancer 

Tubercu¬ 

losis 

W43- 

18,130  .. 

18.42 

1218 

4790 

. .  32 

7 

1944. 

18,070 

17 -43 

..  14.27  .. 

41  26 

. .  40 

•  •  13 

W45- 

18,130  .. 

19.02 

..  1367  .. 

60 -86 

. .  32 

8 

I94b. 

19,150  .. 

21.14 

..  1295  .. 

4691 

..  38 

•  •  13 

1947. 

19,580  .. 

20.02 

••  ii54  •• 

40' 8 1 

•  •  32 

1 

W48- 

19,230  .. 

18.09 

1118 

2873 

. .  41 

9 

1949. 

18.810 

U  33 

..  1259  .. 

39  87 

28 

8 

I95°- 

18,330  .. 

13.64 

..  1342  .. 

3200 

•  •  4° 

— 

Wo1- 

17, 160 

14  10 

..  1509  .. 

45 '45 

•  •  39 

4 

W52- 

16,920 

14-59 

. .  13  00 

28  34 

. .  40 

2 

x953 

16,470  .. 

H-53 

1 1  90 

36  84 

•  •  34 

4 

1954- 

15,860  .. 

12.35 

1 1  60 

5' 10 

26 

2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  —  1954 


l. 

2 

3 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

1.1 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 
34 

35. 

36. 


(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Tables). 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria... 

Whooping  Clough  .. 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia 
Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Malls. 

2 

Ue  males) 

1 

4 

3 

5 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

5 

4 

— 

1 

10 

17 

18 

9 

J 

20 

22 

8 

4 

— 

2 

2 

9 

4 

7 

O 

_ 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

95 

89 

Total. 

2 


7 

6 

3 
1 
9 
1 

27 

27 

1 

42 

12 

2 

4 
11 

2 

2 

1 


3 
9 
2 
6 

4 


Total 


184 
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New  Industries. — The  year  saw  the  completion  of  negotiations 
for  a  new  Clothing  Factory  for  British  Crepe  Ltd.,  off  Tabley  Street, 
and  erection  of  the  building  will  proceed  in  1955. 

Major  extensions  at  I.C.I.  were  carried  out,  but  these  were  on 
sites  already  allocated  for  industry. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council. 


(1)  Staff. 

W.  S.  Slater,  M.B. 
Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Clerical  Staff. 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 
Hartford  Hill, 
Darwin  Street, 
Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

1  person 
(whole-time). 


(Services  shared  with 
the  other  three  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts,  the 
County  Council  and 
the  North  and  Mid- 
Cheshire  Hospital  Man¬ 
agement  Committee). 

(Services  shared  with 
the  other  three  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts). 

(Northwich  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  only). 


-do- 


T.  Baines,  M.R.S.I.,  Senior  Sanitary 

M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.S.T.  Inspector. 

Meat  and  Other  The  Council 
Foods.  House,  Northwich. 

F  Johnson,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional 

Cert  R.S.I.  Meat  Sanitary 

and  other  Foods.  Inspector. 

Clerical  Staff  1  person 

(whole-time) 


-do- 


(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester,  which 
are  provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Urban  District 
Council,  proved  adequate  during  the  year.  In  addition,  this 
Service  has  co-operated  in  the  transport  of  the  samples  twice 
monthly  from  this  area.  Details  of  the  samples  and  specimens  are 
given  later  in  the  report. 

(3)  Environmental  Services. 

Details  of  the  other  Services,  e.g.  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council  are  recorded  later  in  this  report. 


(B)  Isolation  Hospital  Services. 

Towards  the  end  of  1954,  certain  wards  of  the  Davenham 
Isolation  Hospital  were  set  aside  for  the  treatment  of  the  area’s 
infectious  cases  and  also  a  number  of  chronic  sick  patients.  Out 
of  a  total  of  214  admissions  for  1954,  28  of  them  came  from  the 
North  wich  Urban  District. 

(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  discharging 
duties  in  the  Urban  Area  under  the  following  Services: —  School 
Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  including  Milk  Food  Sales, 
Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health  Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspection,  Specialist  Services,  e.g.  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic, 
Paediatric,  Home  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services,  Speech 
Therapy,  Residential  and  Temporary  Accommodation,  under  the 
County  Welfare  Services,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following  Services:  - 

(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  1954  in  the  Northwich  Urban 
District  is  detailed  as  follows: — 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Pre-School  Children 
School  Children 
Adults  ... 


Total 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  . 

School  Children 
Re-immunised 


Total 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children 
School  Children 


Total 


128 

6 

7 


141 


44 

8 

107 


159 


25 

1 


26 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

School  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


56 


During  the  latter  part  of  1954,  the  prophylactic  which  gives 
protection  against  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  was  put 
into  general  use.  This  vaccine  reduces  the  number  of  injections 
from  five  to  three  for  each  child,  and  should  preferably  be  com¬ 
menced  when  the  infant  is  3-4  months  old. 

(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  Northwich 
Urban  patients  expeditiously  and  without  serious  complaint 
throughout  the  year. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  —  Care  and  After  Care. 

Nursing  requisites  and  after-care  equipment  were  loaned  for 
the  use  of  the  sick  and  needy  in  a  number  of  homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

Domestic  Helps  have  been  provided  during  1954  in  22  house¬ 
holds  in  the  Urban  District.  The  kind  of  cases  assisted  included 
old  age,  confinement,  etc. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  services  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Mid  &  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submitted 
to  me,  for  information,  13  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  of 
samples  of  water  taken  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District,  all  of 
which  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

Swimming  Bath. — The  water  in  the  baths  has  been  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition  during  1954.  Three  samples  of  the 
swimming  bath  water  submitted  to  the  Manchester  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily. 

The  Council  agreed  that  the  Baths  should  remain  open  as 
swimming  baths  throughout  the  Winter  period,  and  this  has  been 
appreciated  by  the  swimming  public.  Certain  cracking  occurred 
in  the  Bath  structure  and  to  prevent  the  rusting  of  the  steel  rein¬ 
forcement  and  to  enhance  the  Baths  appearance,  the  interior  of 
the  pool  has  been  painted  light  blue  with  chlorinated  rubber  paint. 
Break  point  chlorination  has  been  employed  and  the  water  presents 
a  very  pleasing  appearance. 

Prior  to  .1949,  the  Baths  water  purification  was  effected  by 
the  “fill  and  empty”  system,  together  with  a  method  of  chlorin¬ 
ation.  In  1949,  however,  a  modern  purification  and  sterilization 
plant  was  installed  which  now  allows  the  water  to  be  completely 
filtered  and  chlorinated  in  a  period  of  3|  to  4  hours. 
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The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  swimming  baths  during 
the  1954  season  was  59,587.  This  figure  includes  members  of  the 
public,  organised  parties  of  school  children  and  in-patients  of  a 
nearby  Miners’  Rehabilitation  Centre,  etc. 

Children’s  Paddling  Pool. — During  the  year,  one  sample  of 
the  paddling  pool  water  was  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for 
examination  and  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — No  major  altera¬ 
tions  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Wallerseote  Joint  Sewage  Works 
and  the  standard  of  effluent  continued  to  be  very  high.  At  the 
Dock  Road  Pumping  Station,  pumps  are  being  installed  to  use 
river  water  to  keep  the  glands  of  the  main  sewage  pump  cool. 

Rivers  Pollution. — No  major  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
prevention  oft  pollution,  but  where  possible  small  works  have 
diverted  sewage  to  the  pumping:  station. 

During  the  year  under  review,  there  were  two  major  collapses 
of  sewers  in  the  area  —  in  Moss  Road  and  in  Park  Street,  both 
these  sewers  were  repaired  satisfactorily. 

Closet  Accommodation.  —  No  conversions  to  the  Water- 
carriage  system  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
pail  closets  left  in  the  district  are  at  a  minimum  and  the  houses 
which  do  possess  these  are  mainly  those  which  will  need  to  be 
dealt  with  by  demolition.  The  system  of  supplying  a  chemical 
fluid  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  and  has  proved  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  users  of  these  pail  closets  have  commented 
on  the  improvements. 

Schools. — The  County  Education  Committee  are  responsible 
for  school  premises  in  the  district. 

Factories. — Sanitary  defects  which  have  arisen  in  the  various 
factories  have  not  been  of  a  serious  nature,  and  in  most  cases  they 
have  been  remedied  without  formal  action.  There  are  one  or  two 
factories  where  greater  improvements  will  undoubtedly  be  made 
when  the  re-sewering  of  the  town  takes  place. 

Public  Cleansing. — Mr.  Baines,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
reports: — 

“The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  has  been  well 
carried  out  during  the  twelve  months  under  review.  The  shortage 
of  suitable  labour  has  now  existed  for  so  long  that  one  has  to  be 
satisfied  to  have  a  staff  reasonably  free  from  sickness.  Probably 
the  greatest  handicap  to  the  service  during  1954  was  the  almost 
incessant  rain  creating  difficult  working  conditions.  The  regular 
weekly  service  has  been  maintained  and  no  overtime  has  been 
worked  during  the  whole  twelve  months  on  the  collection  of  refuse. 
The  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  but  under 
great  difficulties.  There  is  a  lack  of  good  covering  soils  throughout 
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the  area,  and  owing  to  the  bad  weather,  little  or  no  excavating 
on  the  Saxon’s  Lane  site  could  be  done,  and  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  seal  the  tip  to  the  standard  which  is  regarded  as  ideal.  Access 
to  the  tip  was  made  difficult  by  the  wet  conditions,  since  the  refuse 
tip  was  formerly  a  water-logged  site  and  the  weather  made  it 
difficult  to  maintain  suitably  hard  roadways.  Complaints  were 
received  from  the  occupants  of  nearby  houses,  and  in  most  cases 
the  complaints  were  mainly  objecting  against  the  tip  site  rather 
than  any  real  nuisance  arising  from  it.  On  two  occasions  when 
the  complaints  were  justified,  the  nuisances  arising  were  caused 
by  the  deliberate  firing  of  the  tip  by  irresponsible  people.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  people  who  cause  damage  and  interfere  with 
the  day-to-day  working  of  a  refuse  tip  do  not  realise  the  expense 
and  inconvenience  caused. 

A  new  10  cubic  yard  Refuse  Vehicle  was  purchased  during 
the  year,  replacing  an  18  year  old  S.  &  D.  Freighter. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  kitchen  waste  was  much 
reduced  during  the  year  by  the  loss  of  kitchen  waste  from  a  large 
industrial  canteen,  but  figures  taken  over  the  year  cam  be  regarded 
as  being  very  satisfactory  and  the  service  was  carried  out  at  a 
fair  profit  to  the  Council. 

The  electric  paper  baling  machine  has  proved  a  great  success 
and  a  greater  amount  of  paper  has  been  baled  with  less  man 
hours  worked. 

The  figures  for  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during  1954 
are  as  follows: — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £  s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  .  216  7  2  1,478  3  10 

Salvage,  other  than  Waste  Paper  151  12  2  667  16  3 

Health  Depot — This  Depot  has  now  been  in  use  for  twelve 
months  and  has  proved  very  beneficial  to  the  men  when  they  come 
off  their  rounds  cold  and  wet,  and  it  is  therefore  greatly  apprec¬ 
iated  by  them”. 

Street  Cleansing. — Mr.  J.  R.  W.  Clark,  Engineer  and  Sur¬ 
veyor,  under  this  important  heading,  reports: — 

“During  the  year  the  new  Street  Sweeping  vehicle  was  brought 
into  use,  and  although  there  are  certain  disadvantages,  it  allows  a 
considerable  saving  in  manpower  and  sweeps  the  carriageways  of 
medium  cambered  roads  extremely  well.  A  saving  of  some  £300 
was  achieved  on  District  and  County  roads,  but  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  the  cleansing  of  footways  and  the  cleansing  of  the 
channels  where  the  carriageways  were  excessively  cambered”. 
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Recreational  and  Open  Spaces.— Mr.  Baines  further  reports:- 

“During  the  year  an  interesting  experiment  was  started  by  a 
local  industrial  firm,  who  planted  a  number  of  trees  on  what  was 
formerly  the  Manchester  Road  refuse  tip.  It  is  too  early  to  know 
whether  this  experiment  will  be  a  success,  but  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  it  will  prove  to  be  so”. 

The  Parks  and  Cemetery  Superintendent  of  the  Northwich 
Urban  District,  Mr.  T.  Garwood,  reports  as  follows: — 

“(a)  Verdin  Gardens. — These  gardens  are  situated  in  very 
close  proximity  to  Clinics  and  the  Victoria  Infirmary. 
They  are  widely  used  during  the  summer  by  patients  and 
young  mothers  with  their  children.  The  gardens  are  well 
furnished  with  seats  and  provide  beautiful  floral  displays 
throughout  the  year. 

(b)  Verdin  Park. — This  is  a  large  natural  park  situated  near 
to  the  Verdin  Gardens  and  provides  areas  of  short  orna¬ 
mental  grass  which,  in  summer,  is  very  widely  used  by 
young  mothers,  children  and  elderly  people.  The  children 
are  able  to  romp  in  the  fresh  air  without  any  fear  of 
traffic  or  other  dangers. 

Flower  gardens  are  provided  in  another  area  of  the  Park, 
together  with  suitably  sited  seats;  this  is  used  mostly  as  a 
rest  garden  by  elderly  people. 

(c)  Vickersway  Park. — This  is  a  comparatively  new  Park 
providing  short  grass  areas,  flower  gardens,  tennis  courts 
and  bowling  greens,  etc.  This  Park  is  probably  the  most 
popular  of  all  to  the  general  public,  as  it  provides  amen¬ 
ities  to  suit  everyone. 

Other  places  in  the  town  which  were  at  one  time  quite  drab 
are  now  areas  of  bright  colour  and  are  much  appreciated  by  most 
of  the  public.  Much  work  in  the  form  of  tree  planting,  grassing 
down,  etc.,  has  been  and  still  is  being  carried  out  on  new  Housing 
Estates. 

The  Northwich  Urbam  District  Council  is  very  keen  on 
horticultural  development  on  all  its  Housing  Estates  and  has  just 
sanctioned  a  scheme  consisting  of  a  large  sunken  Rest  Garden  on 
the  Leftwich  Estate”. 

Mr.  Baines  further  reports: — 

“Offensive  Trades* — No  difficulties)  have  arisen  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  offensive  trades. 
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Rodent  Infestation.  —  The  previous  satisfactory  position 
regarding  rats  and  mice  has  continued  to  be  still  further  improved. 
Tt  seems  most  probable  that  the  reduction)  in  the  rat  population  is 
due  to  the  regular  treatments  and:  servicing:  given  in  the  past  years 
and  the  constant  supervision  which  is  maintained,  though  other 
unknown  causes  may,  to  some  extent,  be  responsible. 

Servicing  is  also  carried  out  at  10  premises,  the  Council 
having  contracts  for  servicing  at  these  places. 

During  1954,  treatment  for  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  at 
125  premises;  the  sewage  works  at  Winnington  were  regularly 
treated,  and  the  sewers  throughout  the  Disrtict  were  test- baited 
for  rats  and  found  to  be  free  from  infestation,  Saxon’s  Lane  tip 
was  under  constant  supervision,  but  with  controlled  tipping  it 
was  only  necessary  to  deal  with  a  small  infestation  on  one  occasion. 
The  labour  difficulties  which  exist  in  other  sections  of,  the 
Department  reflect  on  this  aspect  of  the  work  and  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  obtain  a  suitable  person  to  assist  the  part-time  Rodent 
Operator. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— As  indicated  in  the  last  Annual 
Report,  no  common  lodging  houses  now  exist  in  Northwich. 

Canal  Boats. — No  new  canal  boats  were  registered  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  canal  boats  registered  with  this  Authority 
remains  at  31. 

Licensed  Caravan  Sites.— There  are  no  licensed  sites  in  the 
district  and  the  licences  for  individual  caravan  dwellers  which 
were  issued  previously  were  not  granted  this  year.  The  Council 
offered  housing  accommodation  to  the  occupants  of  these  caravans. 

One  noticeable  feature  during  1954  has  been  the  absence  of 
gypsies’  and  hawkers’  caravans  in.  the  district.  It  is  probable  that 
there  have  been  less  in  the  District  this  year  than  in  any  other 
period  in  memory.  The  reason  for  this  was  that  land  which  had 
been  regularly  used  by  them  is  now  being  taken  over  for  develop¬ 
ment  for  industrial  purposes. 

Disinfestation  of  premises. — The  practice  of  giving  a  free  dis¬ 
infestation  service  was  continued,  treatment  for  various,  types  of 
insect  infestation  being  carried  out  at  63  premises  during  the  year. 

Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1954. — There  is 
only  one  factory  registered  under  this  Act  in  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. — There  are  3  premises  in  the  district 
licensed  as  Pet  Shops. 

Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953.  —  This  Act  came  into 
force  during  1954  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District.  The  Act 
confers  powers  on  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  local  author¬ 
ities  in  the  administrative  county  in  relation  to>  lands  and  highways, 
the  local  government  improvement,  health  and  finance,  to  enact 
provisions  with  respect  to  hairdressers’  and  barbers’  premises,  etc. 
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The  Act  incorporates  numerous  sections  relating  to  Public 
Health,  including  the  following: — 

(1)  Sewers,  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

(2)  Buildings  and  structures. 

(3)  Verminous  premises  or  articles. 

(4)  Disposal  of  refuse. 

(5)  Infectious  diseases. 

(6)  Food. 

(7)  Miscellaneous  (Registration,  etc.,  of  Hairdressers  and 

Barbers;  Water  Supply,  etc.,  etc.). 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  Issued. 

(Based  upon  a  Statement  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Num¬ 

ber. 

Numb 

Notices 

er  of 
served 

Result 

of  Servi 

ce  of  Notices. 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Statu¬ 

tory. 

Infor¬ 

mal. 

Notice 

Remai- 

Prosei 

sutions 

compli¬ 
ed  with 

ningin 

hand. 

Institu¬ 

ted 

Pend¬ 

ing 

I. 

DwellingHouses  (general 
inspection) 

944 

233 

2 1 1 

23 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  . . 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

3- 

Back-to-Back  Houses 

3 

•  • 

4- 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c. 

17 

7 

7 

5- 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages.. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6. 

Pail  Closets 

27 

3 

3 

7- 

Cesspools  . . 

3 

•  • 

8. 

House  Drainage  .. 

84 

44 

34 

IO 

9. 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

16 

2 

2 

IO. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

23 

4 

4 

ii. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

18 

2 

2 

12. 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I3- 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 
(Public) 

.  « 

•  • 

•  • 

(Private) 

502 

•  • 

•  • 

(b)  Other  places  where  food  is 
provided  or  sold 

835 

57 

49 

6 

14 

Piggeries  .. 

21 

1 

1 

15- 

(a)  Dairies 

1 1 

•  • 

•  • 

(b)  Cowsheds 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

(c)  Milkshops 

37 

•  • 

16. 

(a)  Factories 

*35 

29 

25 

4 

(b)  Workshops 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

(c)  Workplaces  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

(d)  Outworkers’  Premises 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

17- 

Bakehouses  (Overground) 

67 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

18. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

19. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

20. 

Smoke  Nuisances  . . 

7 

4 

3 

1 

21 . 

Canal  Boats 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

22. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and 
Revisits 

62 

•  • 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

•  . 

*3- 

Miscellaneous  (including  Rats 
and  Mice) . . 

485 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3303 

•  • 

386 

34i 

44 

•  • 

•  • 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors): — 


Premises. 

N  umber 
on 

Register 

Number  of 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i, 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

3^ 

17 

the  Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

97 

12 

Authority  (excluding  out-work¬ 
ers’  premises) 

Total . 

1 12 

135 

29 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: — 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found . 

Number 
of  cases  in 
which  pro- 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness . . 

1 1 

1 1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

18 

14 

— 

9 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

Totals 

29 

25 

— 

10 

— 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Provision  of  New  Houses. — During  the  year  1954/55  (ending 
31st  March,  1955),  187  houses  were  erected  upon  the  Leftwich 
Estate,  and  20  bungalows  and  houses  upon  Rushton  Close  at 
Rudheath. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  erected  in  the  Urban  District 
since  the  War  is  now  1,093,  of  which  50  are  temporary  bungalows. 
No  new  temporary  buildings  were  erected  and  the  replacement 
of  the  50  temporary  dwellings  is  under  consideration. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  demand  for  bungalows  and 
two-bedroom  houses  increased;  this  was  met  to  some  extent  by  the 
erection  of  47  two-bedroom  and  single-bedroom  bungalows. 

The  housing  allocation  was  reduced  on  1st  January,  1955,  to 
60,  but  after  representations  this  has  been  increased  to  96,  against 
150  the  year  previously. 

Housing  Sites. — During  the  year,  the  Council  reviewed  the 
number  of  applicants  upon  the  housing  list  and  the  number  of 
sub-standard  properties  within  the  N.U,.  Disttrict.  It  was  then 
considered  that  no  major  site  will  be  required  for  development 
for  housing  purposes,  but  during  the  period  under  review  the 
Council  applied  for  and  were  granted  the  re-zoning  from  Industry 
to  Housing  of  an  area  of  land  in  London  Road  on  the  Western 
side  between  Hayhurst  Street  and  the  Viaduct. 

The  Council  is  considering  the  infilling  of  similar  central 
sites  with  houses. 

Leftwidi  Estate:  School. — A  major  amendment  to  the  layout 
of  the  estate  was  the  decision  to  erect  a  3 -Form  Grammar  School 
for  Girls  on  an  area  to  the  South  of  the  Estate.  This  has  meant 
the  loss  of  this  land  for  housing  purposes  and  to  allow  the  drainage 
of  the  remaining  areas,  a  new  sewer  is  to  be  constructed  along  the 
Northwich  By-pass  discharging  into  the  Rural  District  Sewage 
Works. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  —  During  the  year,  42  dwellings  were 
represented  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  1 
under  Section  12.  The  tenants  of  all  houses  concerned  were  re¬ 
housed  by  the  Council,  and  the  demolition  of  the  properties  is 
proceeding,  except  in  the  case  of  15  houses  where  Closing  Orders 
were  made  under  Section  10,  Local  Government  Miscellaneous 
Act,  1953. 

HOUSING 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspec¬ 

ted  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  45b 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  944 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  144 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  42 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation .  .  104 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  210 

3.  — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections!  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  re¬ 
pairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  by  local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  .  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  by  local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  .  nil 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  19 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

The  number  of  houses  closed  during  the  \ear 
under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Pro¬ 
visions)  Act,  1953,  was  .  15 

Dwellings  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section  11, 
Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  .  2 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. — The  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  became  operative  on  1st  August,  1954. 
Contrary  to  expectations,  there  was  no  rush  for  certificates  of 
disrepair.  First  impressions  of  the  new  Act  are  that  whilst  there 
is  a  definite  standard  laid  down  for  an  unfit  house,  there  is 
difficulty  in  the  interpretation  of  the  standard  and  it  does  seem 
that  there  is  now  a  lower  standard  of  fitness,  under  the  new  Act 
than  was  formerly  the  case  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

In  connection  with  the  survey  required  by  the  new  Act,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  demolitions,  which  have  already  taken  place 
in  Northwich  have  had  their  effect,  and  that  the  number  of  houses 
which  are  unfit  according  to  the  new  standard  laid  down  in  the 
Act  will  be  small.  It  appears  that  this  Council,  by  its  progressive 
policy  of  demolition  of  sub-standard  property,  has  already  out¬ 
stripped  some  of  the  objects  of  the  1954  Act. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  . — The  milk  supply  of  Northwich  has  shown 
a  high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

There  are  24  milk  distributors  operating  in  Northwich  and 
1  registered  dairy. 

The  Northwich  Urban  District  Council  is  also  responsible  for 
granting  licences  authorising  milk  distributors  to  use  the  special 
designations  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  “Accredited”  and  Pasteurised.” 

The  following  licences  were  granted  to  milk  distributors  in 
1954: — 

6  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

6  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Supplementary  Licences: — 

8  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

9  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Milk  Sampling.— During  the  year  under  review,  71  samples  of 
milk  were  submitted  for  examination,  as  follows: — 

Satisfactory 

8  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 

19  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  19 

40  Pasteuriesd  Milk  ...  40 

3  Ungraded  Milk  ...  ...  3 

1  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Tn  addition,  3  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  all  of  which  proved  negative. 

(b)  Ice  Cream. — During  the  year,  5  new  registrations  were 

granted  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  1954  was  as  follows: — 
Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  57 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  ice-cream  3 

Total  ...  60 


Unsatisfactory 

4 


The  Methylene  Blue  test  is  still  employed  as  an  indicator  of 
cleanliness  of  ice-cream,  and  during  1954,  26  samples  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  laboratory  examination,  with  the  following  results: — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


Satisfactory. 

22  samples 
3  „ 

1  sample 
nil 
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(c)  Food  Inspection.— Five  slaughter-houses  were  licensed  in 
the  area  until  31st  March,  1955,  and  the  Council  also  resolved  that 
there  were  then  adequate  slaughtering  facilities.  Some  of  these 
slaughter-houses  are  not  sited  away  from  dwellings  as>  one  would 
wish,  but  in  view  of  the  necessity  to  have  sufficient  slaughtering 
facilities,  they  came  into  use  in:  July,  1954,  when  de-rationing 
ended.  A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  to  pro¬ 
vide  good  slaughtering  facilities  by  the  butchers  and  a  great 
increase  of  work  was  put  upon  the  inspectors  to  carry  out  an 
adequate  meat  inspection  service. 

Mr.  Baines,  under  this  heading,  reports  that  the  quality  of 
meat  killed  has  been  high  and  the  transport  of  the  carcases  from 
slaughter-house  to  shop  was  carried  out  under  much  improved 
conditions  than  was  formerly  the  case.  The  changeover  from 
rationing  to  de-rationing  in  the  Northwich  town  was  carried  out 
with  few  real  difficulties  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  quality 
meat  has  been  available. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle, 

inc. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

N umber  killed  . . 

57- 

T7 

1973 

492 

Number  inspected 

572 

to 

1973 

492 

All  Diseases,  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 
condemned 

13, 

T73 

37 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

O  3  O/ 

/o 

— 

9% 

7% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

1 

Carcasesof  which  somepart  or  organ  was 
condemned 

84 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  .. 

15% 

— 

— 

A  O/ 

4  '• 0 

(i)  Condemnation  of  Meat. — All  unsound  meat  is  treated 
with  Blue  Stain,  in  accordance  with  Ministry  Circular  No.  10/54, 
and  is  disposed  of  through  reputable  dealers.  3  tons  14  cwts. 
103  lbs.  of  Unsound  Meat  was  condemned  during  the  period  2nd 
July  to  31st  December,  1954. 

(ii)  Fried  Fish. — There  are  22  registered  premises  for  the 
frying  of  fish.  During  the  year,  several  businesses  have  changed 
hands. 
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(iii)  Bakehouses. — The  27  bakehouses  in  the  district  are 
satisfactory  and  step9  are  taken  at  every  opportunity  to  bring  about 
improvements  wherever  necessary. 

67  routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

(iv)  Other  Foods. — During  1954,  a  total  of  2  tons  .1  cwt. 
84  lbs,  of  food  of  all  kinds  was  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unfit 
by  traders  at  local  shops,  cafes  and  canteens. 

In  addition,  the  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by  the 
County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a  summary  of 
other  samples  obtained  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1954: — 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

obtained 

Number  adulturated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

Chewing  Gum 'torpedoes 

1 

— 

Condiment  (non-brewed) 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

1 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  ... 

4 

— 

Liquorice  Powder 

1 

— 

Marmalade  (Jelly) 

1 

— 

Milk  f  Fresh) 

40 

1 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

— 

Pepper  (Compound) 

1 

— 

Refreshers  (Sweetmeat)... 

1 

— - 

Sausage  (Beef) 

1 

— 

Sausage  (Pork) 

.  > 

— 

Sweets  (“Dolly  Mixtures’’) 

1 

- — 

Tartaric  Acid 

1 

— 

Whiskey  ... 

1 

— 

Total 

61 

1 

Particulars  of  non-standard  samples. 


No.  Samv>le 

1.  Milk 
(Channel 
Islands). 


Result  of  Analysis  Remarks 

23.7%  deficient  Retail  sale.  Particulars  sent  to 
in  fat.  Ministry  of  Food  in  accord¬ 

ance  with  instruction  contain¬ 
ed  in  Circular  M.F.  8/48. 


(v)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Ads,  1953  aird  1954.  —  There 
are  14  licences  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  now  in  operation. 


21 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  measles,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
table: — 


Total 

Cases 

Diseases. 

Cases 

Admitted 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

19 

14 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

9 

W 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

220 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

1 

Meningococeal  Infection 

— 

Total 

262 

18 

Copies  of  reports  on  all  pathological  specimens  submitted  b> 
the  local  Doctors  to  the  Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory  are 
received  by  me.  These  are  of  great  value  in  that  immediate  pre¬ 
ventive  measures  can  be  put  in  hand  by  the  Health  Department 
where  needed. 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1954. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respii 

ratory 

Nc 

Respi 

)n- 

ratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

_ 

_ 

1-  5  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  „  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  ,,  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  „  . 

3 

— 

— 

9 

Li 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

During  1954,  16  cases  were  admitted  to  and  10  discharged 
from.  Sanatoria. 

Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
the  years: — 

1943  1944  .1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 
175  185  182  176  146  .151  146  137  101  106  79  66 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis.— 3  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tions  of  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  N.U.D.  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  local  Chest  Clinic  during  1954.  Also-,  vaccination 
has  been  carried  out  on  3  new-born  babies  at  the  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Manchester,  during  the  year. 

Vaccination  of  school  children  in  the  12/13  years  age  group 
was  introduced  late  in  1954,  and  the  response  so  far  on  the  part  of 
the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this  protective  treatment  has  been 
very  good. 

(3)  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  disinfection  of  39  homes  and  other  premises  was  carried 
out  during  the  year,  as  follows: — 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of  bedding)  ...  13 

For  Infectious  Diseases,  etc.  .  ...  26 

(4)  CHILDREN’S  SUMMER  CAMP. 

In  connection  with  a  local  industry  Holiday  Camp,  the  medical 
examination  of  some  170  mid-Cheshire  school  children  was 
arranged  for  in  June,  1954,  prior  to  their  departure  to  a  North 
Wales  Holiday  Camp,  66  of  whom  were  residents  in  the  Northwich 
Urban  District. 


I  would  like  to  say,  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I  apprec¬ 
iate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  and 
Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  which  have  arisen 
during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1955. 
Hartford  Hill, 
Darwin  Street, 
NORTHWICH, 
Cheshire. 
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